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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims to read as follows: 

1 . (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Canceled) 

9. (Canceled) 

10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A network lurking agent operable in a Scalable 
Infrastructure system, the network lurking agent comprising: 

an inquirer designed to4i*3*^-^fc>4l : ^ 
place an inq uiry in a p er sistent store called a Spac e, the Space part of the Scalable 
Infrastructure system; and. 

a lurker designed to retrieve from, the Space a response to the inquiry to determine the 
availability of a user hi an enviro nment. 
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12. (Currently Amended) A network lurking agent according to claim 1 1 , die 
network lurking agent further comprising a sender designed to send a message when the 
4^tti^-4frrefi4se d response indicates the user is not in available in the environmen t. 

13. (Currently Amended) A network lurking agent according to claim 1 1 , the 
network lurking agent further comprising a receiver designed to receive a message from the 
Space. 

14. (Currently Amended) A Scalable Infrastructure system designed to support 
network lurking, the Scalable Infrastructure system comprising: 

n persistent store call ed a Spac e, the Sp ace part of the S calab le Infrastr ucture sys tem; 

an envir onment setting stored in the Space, the environment setting including th e 
availahilily of a d evice in an. environment; 

a network receiving agent designed to receive an inquiry about the availability of a-the 
device in an-thc environment from the Space ; and 

a network lurking agent designed to sead-placo the in.quiiy-to4;heHF^w^ 
agent in the Space . 

15. (Canceled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A Scalable Infrastructure system according to claim-4^ 
1 4, wherein the Scalable Infrastructure system notifies the network receiving agent about the 
inquiry when the network lurking agent places the inquiry in the Space. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (Previously Presented) A Scalable Infrastructure system according to 
claim 14, wherein the network receiving agent and the network lurking agent are designed to 
open devices as a result of the inquiry, the devices enabling communication. 

19. (Currently Amended) A Scalable Infrastructure system according to claim 14, 
wherein; 

j the network lurking agent is designed to send-pl ace a message when- in the Space iF 

the inquiry is refused; and 
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the network receiver is designed to refuse the inquiry and to receive the message from 
J the^etwo^-kH^fflg-ftgerv t Space . 

20. (Canceled) 

21. (Canceled) 

22. (Canceled) 

23. (Canceled) 

24. (Canceled) 
'25. (Canceled) 
26. (Canceled) 

| 27. (Currently Amended) A method according to c]aim-3S42, the method further 

comprising responding to the inquiry by a network receiving agent. 

28. (Original) A method according to claim 27, wherein responding to the 
inquiry includes accessing devices by the network lurking agent and the network receiving 
agent to enable communication. 

29. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 27, wherein responding to 
the inquiry includes: 

refusing the inquiry by the network receiving agent; 

Bewdwtg-placmft a message &e : vn- in the Space bv the network lurking agent:-te 
re trievin g the messa g e from the Snacc b y the network receiving agent; and 
storing the message for later access from the environment. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim 27, wherein responding to 
the inquiry includes: 

| s&iKJing- placjng a message ftem-in the Space by the network receiving agent; 
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•to- retrieving the message from the Space by t he network lurking agent; and 
receiving the message at the network lurking agent. 

3 1 . (Original) A computer-readable medium containing a program to use a 
network lurking agent to electronically lurk: to a location on a computer system, the program 
being executable on the computer system to implement the method of claim 25. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. . (Canceled) 

34. (Canceled) 

35. (Canceled) 

36. (Canceled) 

37. (Canceled) 

38. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to clairn^6_44, the apparatus 
further comprising means for responding to the inquiry by a network receiving agent. 

39. (Original) An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the means for 
responding includes means for accessing devices by the network lurking agent and the 
network receiving agent to enable communication. 

40. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the means 
for responding includes: 

means for refusing the inquiry by the network receiving agent; 

means for seraliftg- placing a message from- in the Space bv the network lurking agent; 

t© 

means for retrieving the mes sage from the Space by the network receiving agent; and 
means for storing the message for later access from the environment. 
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41. (Currently Amended) An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the means 
for responding includes: 

means for sevHfeg- placing a message frem- in the Sp ace by the network receiving 
agent;-4e 

means for retrieving the message from the Snaee hv t he network lurking agent; and 
means for receiving the message at the network lurking agent. 

42. (New) A method for using a network lurking agent to electronically lurk to an 
environment in a Scalable Infrastructure system, the method comprising: 

identifying an environment of interest; and 

placing an inquiry as to the availability of a user in the environment of interest in a 
persistent store called a Space, the Space part of the Scalable Infrastructure system. 

43. (New) A method according to claim 27, wherein responding to the inquiry 
includes determining the availability of a user in the environment according to an 
environment setting in the Space. 

44. (New) An apparatus for using a network lurking agent to electronically lurk to 
an environment in a Scalable Infrastructure system, the apparatus comprising: 

means for identifying an environment of interest; and 

means for placing an inquiry as to the availability of a user in the environment of 
interest in a persistent store called a Space, the Space part of the Scalable Infrastructure 
system. 

45. (New) An apparatus according to claim 38, wherein the means for responding 
includes means for determining the availability of a user in the environment according to an 
environment setting in the Space. 
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